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BNCOURAGEMEBUNTS TO RELIGIOUS EFFORT. 
Matruew iv. 10.—Thy kingdom come.’ 


Tue cause of Sabbath Schools, at the present day, and before such an 
audience as this, needs no advocate. If there be a God, a heaven, and a 
hell ; if man be immortal and capable of religion, and if his present .ex- 
istence be probationary ; if he be a sinner, and if there be but one way of 
salvation ; and if moral cultivation may be most successfully bestowed in 
childhood and youth: then,.surely, the importance of inculcating upon 
the young the principles of the Gospel, may be taken for granted. Sup- 
posing, then, these truths to be admitted, we shall on this occasion invite 
your attention to an illustration of some of the encouragements, which 
the present state of society offers, to an effort for the universal diffusion of 
Christianity. 

It is the general misfortune of man, to be wise a century too late. We 
look back with astonishment upon those means for guiding the destinies 
of our race which preceding generations have enjoyed; and we. see 
how, in the possession of our present knowledge, we might then have 
lived gloriously. We forget that no man lives to purpose, who does not 
live for posterity. Should I then be so happy as to direct your views 
only for a few years forward ; should the Spirit of all wisdom teach each 


one of usthe responsibility which reste upon the men of the passing gene- 
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ration; we shall, through eternity, bless God, that he has permitted us 
to assemble, at this time, to deliberate updn the interests of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom. 

{t will be convenient to my purpose, to commence this discussion by a 
brief allusion to the nature of the Reformation by Luther. You have all 
been accustomed to consider this as by far the most interesting portion of 
the history of man, since the time of the Apostles. In many respects it 
isso. Its results, although daily multiplying, are already incalculable. 
I'he fabric of ancient society began then to crumble, and a more beauti- 
ous edifice to arise from amid its ruins. Beside this, there is much of 
the moral picturesque with which every view is crowded. An imagina- 
tive man kindles into enthusiasm at the recital of every transaction. 
The leaders, on both sides, were men of consummate ability and of revo- 
Jutionary energy. The fiercest passion of the human heart, in an age al- 
most ignorant of law, pA vee) ae to contention unto death. Hence 
the whole period presents an almost unbroken succession of battles and 
sieges ; of foreign war and intestine commotion ; of brutal persecution, 
and of dignified endurance: and all this is rendered yet more impressive 
by the frequent vision of racks and dungeons, of torture and exile ; of the 
assassin’s dagger, and the martyr’s stake. It need not then seem sur- 
prising, if this strong appeal to the imagination somewhat bewilder the 
reason, and if the impressive circuinstances attendant upon the change, 
too much divert our attention from the nature of the change itself. These 
violent commotions, like friction in machinery, rather disclose the nature 
of the materials and the amount of the resistance, than the direction of 
the force, or the celerity of the movement. 

But Jet us now, for a moment, draw aside these attending circumstan- 
ces, and in what light does the Reformation present itself to our view ? 
Simply asa period in which the creation of new forces changed the re- 
lation which had previously existed between the elements of society. A 
new and most powerful order of men arose suddenly into being ; and in- 
stitutions, cemented by the lapse of ages, required no inconsiderable modi- 
fication to meet the unexpected exigency. In the midst of all this, a 
new and moral impulse was communicated to society, by which these 
changes were rendered beneficial to man, and the blessings which they 
conferred were perpetuated to the present generation. 

To illustrate this very briefly—You may be aware that at about the pe- 
riod of the Reformation, great changes were wrought in the physical con- 
dition of man. The discovery of America, and ofa passage to India by the 
Cape of Good Hope, and of the use ofthe mariner’s compass, opened ex- 
haustless fountains of wealth to commerce and manufactures. Labor 
became, of course, vastly more valuable, and artisans became possessed 
of the means of independence. Hence a new order of men, a middling 
class, was created. Power, and wealth, and education were placed within 
the reach of a vastly greater number. The moral centre of gravity set- 
tled towards the base of the social cone. The rod of feudal vassalage 
was broken, and men were first acknowledged to possess rights which 
they did not derive from hereditary succession. 

Beside this, the invention of the printing press furnished, at the same 
time, new means of intellectual culture. This astonishing instrument 
increases indefinitely the power of thought. It transfers the sceptre of 
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empire from matterto mind. ,Jt enables genius to multiply, to any ex- 
tent, the copies of its own conceptions. Hence the facilities for intel- 
lectual cultivation were abundantly bestowed upon this new order of men, 
to which commerce and manufactures had given birth. 

But above all, it pleased God to raise up, in the persons of the reform- 
ers, men of a character equal to the crisis. ‘They were men who count- 
ed not their lives dear unto them when a moral change was to be ef- 
fected. In despite of every thing appalling in the form of opposition, 
they studied, they argued, they preached, they wrote, they translated, they 
printed, they employed for the promotion of true religion all those means 
which the progress of society had placed within their power. They thus 
gave the impress of Christianity to the changes which were going for- © 
ward ; and that their labors formed by far tae most important link in the 
chain of events which is denominated the Reformation, may be evident 
from the fact, that nowhere, but in Protestant countries, have the bless- 
ings resulting from the social changes, to which we have alluded, been 
fully realized. Catholic countries have been comparatively unimproved, 
except where their condition has been changed by the influence of Pro- 
testantism in their vicinity. 

These few remarks are, we presume, sufficient to show the import- 
ance of mora! effort at the crisis of a social revolution. But, if we mis- 
take not, physical and intellectual changes very similar to those which 
characterized the Reformation, are at this moment going forward in the 
midst of us. 

First ; Important changes have of late taken place in the physical 
condition of man. 

The natural wealth of man consists in his power to labor. This every 
man in a greater or less degree possesses. ‘I'he less numerous class, in 
addition to the power to labor, possess also a portion of capital. Hence, 
as labor becomes more valuable, every man may become richer; that is, 
he is able to command a Jarger amount of such things as may gratify 
his desires. Almost every man among us may now, if he will, com- 
mand the means of a very comfortable living. An industrious and vir- 
tuous artisan may provide for his a advantages, which, a few years 
since, were considered the attributes only of those above the level of me- 
diocrity. ‘The cause of thischange may be easily stated. Labor is va- 
luable to the employer in proportion to the amount of results that it wil] 
accomplish. Now, it is well known, that, within the last fifty years, 
increased skill has rendered human labor vastly more productive than if 
ever was before. A greater amount of the product of his labor may, 
therefore, be reserved to the operative, while the capitalist receives at the 
same time a larger interest upon his investment. 

It is interesting, also, to observe the manner in which this increased 
value has been given to human labor. In some cases, division of Jabor 
has enabled one man to do as much as could otherwise be done by two 
hundred. In other and more numerous cases, a still more gratifying re- 
sult has been produced, by the increased skill with which science has 
taught us to employ those qualities and relations with which the all- 
merciful God has seen fit to endow the universe around us. The most 
important of these are, the gravitating power of water, and the expansive 
force of steam. It is by a most beautiful adaptation of the former, that 
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you, in this city, employ a little waterfall, without cessation, and almost 
without cost, to carry the means of cleanliness and health to every fa- 
mily within your borders. In various other parts of our country, you 
may behold a single individual, by means of machinery connected with 
a similar waterfall, executing, with the utmost perfection, what could not 
otherwise, in the same time, be performed by many hundreds, 

But specially am I astonished in contemplating the results of steam ; 
that new power which the last half century has placed within the con- 
trol of man. Whether we consider the massiveness of its strength, or 
the facility of its adaptation, we are equally overwhelmed at the results 
which it promises to confer upon society. Probably half a million of 
men could not propel a boat two hundred miles with the speed given to 
it by a dozen workmen witha powerful engine. On the Liverpool and 
Manchester railroad, two men, with a locomotive engine, could easily do 
the work of a thousand, with a speed five or six times as great as hu- 
man strength could, at its greatest effort, accomplish. Beside this, there 
ean be but very little doubt, that steam will, at least in Great Britain, toa 
very great extent, supersede the employment of brutes for draft labor, 
and thus enable the same extent of land to sustain more than double its 
present number of human beings. ‘The same kind of result is in all 
cases produced, either by the introduction of valuable machinery, or by 
improvement in the means of internal or external eommunication. The 
instances which I have selected, are merely intended as specimens of a 
class of agents which Providence has, wikie a few years, taught us to 
employ for the improvement of our condition. It ought also to be dis- 
tinctly borne in mind, that probably only a very small number of the 
most important of these, has yet Bree discovered ; and that, of those 
which have been discovered, the application is but yet in its infancy. 
Sufficient, I trust, has been said, to Premrase the obvious tendency of im- 
provements in the arts, and to show how utterly incalculable are the be- 
nefits which they have evidently in reserve for us. The manner in 
which all these changes affect the laboring classes may be thus briefly 
stated. The comforts of living are procurable only by human labor. 
ff, then, by means of improvement in the arts, the labor of the human 
race is able to produce this year, twice as large an amount of the com- 
forts of living as was produced last year, then every man may have twice 
as much to enjoy: and may, therefore, be this year in circumstances as 
comfortable as those of a man of twice his wealth the year before. With 
the labor of last year he may earn twice the amount of comfort, or he 
may possess the former amount of comfort with half the amount of Ja- 
bor. A little reflection will, I think, teach any one, that these are pre- 
cisely the results to which the movements of society are tending. It will, 
I think, also be evident, that the forces are similar to those exerted upon 
the condition of man at the time of the Reformation, except that iow 
affect more permanently, and to a greater degree, a much larger portion 
of the community. 

The immediate effect of these changes upon the condition of the larger 
classes of society must be evident. They ses within the power of eve- 
ry man a larger} share of enjoyment, and a greater portion of leisure. 

hey thus give to every man, not only more time for intellectual cultiva- 
tion, but also the means for improving that time with increased advantage. 
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And if they do not render a man better educated himself, they render him 
sensible of his own deficiency, and awaken in him the desire, and furnish 
the means, of bestowing education upon his children. And hence, al- 
though the modes of education should undergo no improvement, there 
must result a more widely extended demand for mental improvement, and 
a more perfect and more powerful intellectual development. 

But, secondly ; ‘The means of cultivating the human mind are also ina 
course of rapid improvement. Time will allow me only to allude toa 
very few considerations, connected with this branch of the subject. 

First ;. The object of education is becoming better understood. It has, 
in many places, ceased to be considered enough to infuse into the pupil 
certain sentences, or even certain ideas, which some time before had been 
infused into the instructer. It begins to be admitted, that education con- 
sists in so cultivating the mind, as to render ita more powerful and 
more exact instrument for the acquisition, the discovery, and the propa- 
gation of truth, and a more certain guide for the regulation of conduct. 
Hence it is now frequently conceded that education may be a science by 
itself, regulated by laws which require special study, and in the practi- 
cal application of which, something more than a common degree of in- 
telligence may be at least convenient. A higher degree of talent will 
thus be called to this profession, in every one of its branches. Division 
of labor will also produce the same beneficial results as in every other 
department of industry. And hence, as the object is better understood, 
as higher talent is engaged to promote it, and as that talent is employed 
under greater advantages, we may expect, in the rising and the suc- 
ceeding generations, a more perfect mental development than the world 
has yet seen. 

Again; It has, within a few years, been discovered that education may 
be commenced much earlier in life than was before considered practica- 
ble. Who would have supposed, unless he had seen it, that any thing 
valuable could have been communicated to an infant only two or three 

ears old? Specially, who would have supposed that the memory, the 
judgment, the understanding, and the conscience of so young a chil@, 
were already so perfectly formed, and so susceptible of improvement ? But 
recent experience has demonstrated, that a very valuable education, an edu- 
cation which shall comprise instruction in theelements of many of the most 
important sciences, may be acquired before a child is old enough to be 
profitably employed in muscular labor, and even while the care of it would 
be expensive to the parent. It has thus been made the interest of every 
one in the neighborhood of an Infant School, to give his children at least 
so much education as may be communicated there. And if I am not 
much mistaken, the instruction now given to infants, in these invaluabje 
nurseries, is more philosophical, and does more towards establishing cor- 
rect intellectual and a habits than that which was attainable, when 
I was a boy, by children 12 or 14 years old, in grammar schools of high- 
ly respectable standing. 

Allow me also to suggest an improvement, which, though not yet in 
practice, must soon follow in the train of the others of which 1 have 
spoken. 1 allude to the application of the science of education to the 
teaching of the operative arts. At present, a boy spends frequently seven 
years in acquiring a trade. His instructer, though a good practical ar- 
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tist, is wholly unacquainted with the business of teaching. Few will 
doubt that a man, who, with a knowledge of a mechanical art, should 
devote himself exclusively to teaching it, might, in a few months, com- 
municate as much skill as is now acquired in as many years. The re- 
sult would be, in the end, far greater excellency of workmanship; and, 
what is still better, much more time for obtaining an education might be 
allowed to young men before they devoted themselves to the employ- 
ments of life. 

From these facts, the tendency of the present movements of society is 
obvious. It is, to furnish more leisure than formerly to the operative 
classes of society, to furnish them more extensively with the means of 
education, and to render that education better. ‘They must, from the 
very nature of things, become, both positively and relatively, far richer, 
and much better informed, than they have ever been before. Now, as 
social power is in the ratio of intelligence and wealth; the astonishing 
progress of the more numerous classes, in both these respects, must be 
producing more radical changes in the fabric of society than were 
witnessed even atthe period of the Protestant Reformation. 

But these changes are going forward with accelerated rapidity in our 
own country. With profuse liberality, a bountiful Providence has scat- 
tered over our territory all the means of a rapid accumulation of wealth. 
Land, rich and unexhausted, adapted to the production of every article 
of luxury and convenience, pr through every variety of climate. 
To peculiar natural advantages of internal communication, we add still 
greater capabilities of artificial improvement. The amount of our un- 
appropriated water-power is incalculable; and in regions where this is 
less abundant, inexhaustible beds of fuel offer every facility for the em- 
ployment of that incomparable laborer, steam. 

This country also presents peculiar facilities for intellectual develop- 
ment. The political institutions of other countries rather retard than 
accelerate the progress of mental cultivation. ‘With us, the absence of 
all legalized hereditary barriers between the different classes of society, 
presents to every mana powerful inducement to improve himself, but 
especially his children, to the uttermost. In other countries, the forms 
of government, being unyielding, do not readily accommodate them- 
selves to a change in the relations of society. Ours are constructed with 
the express design of being modified, whenever a change in the relation of 
the social elements shall require it. The history of our country, since the 
adoption of the federal constitution, has furnished abundant proof of the 
truth of these remarks. Every change in the state governments has 
been from a lessto a more popular form. This at least shows, first, 
that the power is passing from the hands of the less numerous, to those 
of the more numerous classes of society; and, secondly, that there is 
nothing in the nature of our institutions to prevent its thus passing. It 
is our duty to provide that it be wielded by intelligence and virtue. 

I hope sufficient has been said, to show that the period is rapidly ad- 
vancing, when all, but especially the more numerous classes of society, 
will enjoy much more leisure for reflection, will be furnished with a 

vastly greater amount of knowledge, both of facts and of principles, and 
will be educated to use those facts and principles with far greater accu- 
racy, and with far better success. 
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We will now briefly consider the encouragements which these facts 
present, to an effort for the universal diffusion of Christianity. 

First: The increase of wealth, and especially the subsequent increase of 
leisure, among the more numerous classes, is in many respects greatly 
favorable to the progress of religion. Moderate labor invigorates, ex- 
cessive labor enfeebles, the intellectual faculties. He whose existence 
is measured by unbroken periods of either slavish toil or profound sleep, 
soon sinks in passive subjection to the laws of his animal nature. 
Lighten his load, and his intellect regains its elasticity, he rises to the 
region of thought, breathes the atmosphere of reason, rejoices in the dis- 
covery of truth, and feels himself a denizen of the universe of mind. 

Again: The progress of education is rendering the human under- 
standing a more successful instrument for the investigation of the laws of 
nature, both in matter and in mind. Hence has the progress of disco- 
very been so rapid during the last half century—and we believe that the 
work has but barely commenced. We apprehend that the boldest 
imagination has never yet conceived of the exactitude and the extent of 
that knowledge which we shall acquire of the qualities and relations of 
the universe around us; and of the skill to which we shall yet attain, in 
subjecting them all to the gratification of human want, andthe alleviation 
of human wo. Now, we believe that Gop madé this universe; that he 
created every particle of matter, and impressed upon it its various attri- 
butes. We believe that this same Being also created mind and inspired 
it with its moral and intellectual capacities; and we believe that the attri- 
butes of matter and the capacities of mind, are all formed to harmonize 
with the moral laws contained in his holy oracles; so that in the end 
there shall not be found, throughout the wide universe, a floating atom 
which does not give testimony tothe truth of revelation. Thus, to use 
the words of Foster, ‘‘ Religion, standing up in grand parallel with an 
infinite variety of things, receives from all their testimony and homage, 
and speaks a voice which is echoed by creation.” 

Thus far, every discovery of science and every invention in the arts, 
has uttered its voice in favor of the Bible. Who can contemplate the re- 
Jation of the various forces which move a steam engine, and the laws by 
which they operate, without seeing that all was devised by Infinite Wis- 
dom, for just sucha being, wr and intellectual, as man, to accom- 
plish just such purposes as Infinite Goodness had intended? Who can 
contemplate the social circumstances under which man enjoys the great- 
est amount of happiness, without being convinced. that the very constitu- 
tion of man requires obedience to precisely such precepts as are con- 
tained in the Bible; that man is rewarded and punished on the princi- 
ples which are there delineated; in other words, that the moral system’ 
of the Bible is the moral system ofthe universe? striking illustra- 
tion of the truth of the general principle to which I refer, may be found 
in the history of political economy. This science has been, to say the 
least, very successfully cultivated by men who had no belief in the 
Christian religion. And yet, reasoning from unquestionable facts in the 
history of man, they have incontrovertibly proved that the precepts of 
Jesus Christ, in all their simplicity, are the only rules of conduct, in 
obedience to which, either nations or individuals can become either rich 
or happy. So far as science has gone, then, every new truth in physics 
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or in morals has furnished a new argument for the authenticity of revela- 
tion, Thus will it be tothe end. Philosophy herself will at last show 
the principles of the religion of Jesus Christ, so legibly written on every 
thing else which the Creator's hand has formed, that it will be as im- 
possible to deny the truth of the Scriptures as the law of gravitation. 

Besides, not only does the present state of society promise that vastly 
more of these Jaws will be known, and their ak connexions traced— 
it is also rendered evident that the knowledge of them will be more 
widely disseminated. Improvement in wealth and in the science of edu- 
cation, will render what is now considered erudition, common to the 
humblest member of the community. Thus the facts,on which may be 
constructed the most incontestible arguments in favor of religion, will be 
found in abundance in the mind of every man. Thus the media of 
proof are multiplied without number. Though ignorance be the mother 
of superstition, knowledge is the parent of devotion. Take any man 
whose soul has neither been brutalized by animal indulgence, nor his 
judgment radically distorted by incurable prejudice ; open his eyes upon 
the universe as it actually is, with all its discovered and undiscovered 
variety of contrivances, and tell me, could he ever afterwards be made 
an atheist? Or let him remark, through the history of ages, the conse- 
quences resulting to individuals and nations, from different courses of 
moral conduct; and could he ever afterward be persuaded that the Deity 
neither had made nor would maintain the distinction between virtue and 
vice? Or let him ask himself upon what principle it is necessary to act, 
if he would secure to himselfany valuable result for the life that now 
is, and he will come to the aie that in the things of this world, 
as well as of the other, success can only be expected from the exercise 
of faith and obedience. Nor is this all. A well-regulated mind not 
only knows that it is so, but is at every moment reminded of it. Every 
thing speaks to such a man of God, and God speaks to him in every 
thing. 

Nor is this all. Not only does improved development of the human 
faculties furnish new proofs of the truth of revelation—it also renders 
the mind more susceptible of their influence. It is the business of edu- 
cation to deliver us from the tyranny of prejudice and passion, and sub- 
ject us to the government of reason. Mind thus becomes a more deli- 
cate, a more powerful, and a more certain instrument. It yields to nothing 
but evidence ; before this it bows down in reverential homage. Thus, 
effect upon mind will at last be calculated upon with almost scientific 
precision. Now it isto this very training of the intellectual faculties 
that the progress of improvement in education promises to conduct man- 
kind ; so much more favorable is the mind of the hearer or reader be- 
coming, to the production of moral effect. 

But we hope that this system of changes is not to be limited here. 
We believe that improvement in intellectual science, but above al], more 
elevated piety, and more ardent devotion, will yet confer some new 

wers of suasion on the Christian teacher. Every one must be sensi- 
bie, that the Gospel is an instrument which has never been wielded 
with its legitimate effect, since the time of the Apostles. May we not 
hope thatthere are forms of illustration at present untried, that there are 
modes of appeal as yet unattempted, which, with an efficacy more cer- 
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tain than we any where now witness, will awaken the slumbering con- 
science, and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, lead the awakened 
sinner to the cross of Christ. 

Christian brethren, estimate, if you can, the importance of these facts. 
We have seen that every law of matter and of mind presents a separate 
argument in favor of religion; that the providence of God is multiply- 
ing, with a rapidity beyond precedent, both the number and the power 
of such arguments, that all classes of men are becoming more deeply 
imbued with a knowledge of them, and that this knowledge, from the 
improved discipline of the faculties, must produce a more certain and 
more salutary effect: consider, too, how the press is enabling every man 
to exert his whole moral and intellectual power upon the thoughts and 
opinions of mankind, and you will surely say, that never have there 
been presented so many or so great encouragements for a universal 
effort to bring the world into cordial subjection to Jesus Christ. The 
prediction seems already fulfilled, “ The sons of strangers shall come 
bending unto thee.” Following in the train of every art, and every 
science, infidel philosophy herself is seen presenting her offering at the 
feet of the Redeemer. Every thing encourages us to move forward, 
and take possession of the inheritance which Messiah has purchased 
with his own most precious blood. . 

There are, however, a few circumstances of encouragement peculiar 
to the condition of this country, to which I may be permitted for a 
moment to advert. 

1. The proportion of truly religious — is greater with us than 
in any other country. Perhaps it would not be too much to assert that 
their intelligence and opportunity of leisure are greater than fall to the 
Jot of Christians in any other nation. I hope that it may also with truth 
be added, that, notwithstanding the multiplicity of sects,a much greater 
degree of good-fellowship, in promoting the eternal welfare of men, is 
found here, than has been commonly witnessed, at least in the latter ages 
of the Christian church. 

2. We enjoy perfect civil and religious freedom. Every man may 
originate as powerful trains of thought as he is able, may give them as 
wide a seuhaiion as he will, and may use all other suitable means for — 
giving them influence over the minds of others. 

3. Public opinion is here, more than it has been in other countries, 
friendly to religion. This land was first peopled by men who came here 
that they might enjoy “freedom to worship God ;” and thus they proved 
themselves worthy of being the Fathers of an Empire. Our institutions, 
at their very commencement, received the impress of Christianity. The 
name and the example of the Puritans are yet held in hallowed recollec- 
tion. We are enjoying the rich blessings ow by their labors and 
their prayers.. Our nation, wicked though it be, is not yet cursed with 
the sin of having deliberately rejected the Gospel. Our soil is unstained 
with the blood of the saints. We may hope, then, that our eyes have | 
not yet been smitten with avenging blindness, And, in carrying forward 
her conquests, we may hope that the church of God will have less oppo- 
sition to encounter here, than she has met with elsewhere. 

4. But it deserves specially to be remarked, that God has blessed, in a 
peculiar manner, the efforts that have been made in this country to check 
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the increase of vice, and promote the diffusion of piety. In illustration 
of this remark, [ will not at present refer to the astonishing success 
which has attended the Bible, Sabbath School, and Tract Societies. I 
will mention only two facts, which, though not more important than 
some I omit, allow of being presented with greater brevity. The first 
is the effect which has been produced by the union of good men, for the 
SS of temperance. But about four years have elapsed since this 

enevolent effort commenced. And already has it saved from worse 
than mere destruction several millions of the national capital; it has 
saved thousands of families from ruin; it has taught hundreds of thou- 
sands successful resistance to perilous temptation ; it is purifying the at- 
mosphere, which so soon must have poisoned the rising generation ; its 
powerful influence is felt in every state, and, perhaps | may add, in eve- 
ry town and village, throughout the union; and is beginning to be felt 
in other lands. ‘l'ravellers from the east and from the west, from the 
north and from the south, tell us that the reform is strikingly manifest. 
The records of various religious denominations bear testimony to the 
same encouraging fact. We ourselves have witnessed, that in stage- 
coaches, and in steamboats, in public houses and in parlors, temperance 
is becoming more and more the habit of the people. The very traffic 
in ardent spirit is far from being reputable ; and there is reason to hope 
Pe, oy few years more, this detestable leprosy may be banished from 
the land, 

More especially, however, would I refer to the fact, that those seasons 
of extraordinary attention to the salvation of the soul, denominated revi- 
vals of religion, and produced, as we believe, by the special influences 
of the Holy Spirit, have been multiplied among us to a far greater de- 
gree than has before been known in any age or country. Almost every 
denomination professing Christianity has of late years been greatly aug- 
mented in numbers, and strongly excited to religious effort, in conse- 
quence of such revivals. Spsetally have these effects been visible among 
the young. Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes have, in a peculiar 
manner, been filled with that solemnity, which, turning the soul from 
the eager pursuit of pleasure and of sin, leads it to serious reflection, to 
unfeigned repentance, to faith in Jesus Christ, and to permanent and uni- 
versal reformation. Now, it matters not what theory we may adopt in 
respect to this subject. We are all willing to be influenced by facts. 
The fact, then, we think, cannot be questioned, that events called revi- 
vals of religion are becoming very common among us, and that where 
they occur most frequently, a larger portion of the people become active 
and zealous Christians; and if this be granted, it is sufficient for our 
argument, 

Behold, then, Christian brethren, the encouragement before us. We 
are citizens of a country whose uncultivated soil was moistened by the 
tears, and consecrated by the prayers, of persecuted saints; whose earli- 
est institutions were formed under the auspices of the Bible; where 
every man may pray as much, and live as holily, as he will; where 
every man may circulate as widely as he pleases the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and, as eloquently as he is able, urge his fellow-citizens to obey 
it; and where God has been pleased to honor with his special bene- 
diction, every effort which has been made to arrest the progress of vice, 
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and increase the influence of religion. What can we ask for more? 
Why stand we here all the day idle? Wesee how glorious a success 
has attended our feeble and imperfect efforts. ‘They have as yet been al- 
most nothing, in comparison with the ability of the Christian church in 
this country. How few of us have even approached the point of self- 
denial in effort! And surely it is only at this point that real benevo- 
lence begins. Let us ponder what is our solemn and unquestionable 
duty: let us look at the wonderful blessing with which God has crown- 
ed our exertions; and I think we shall arrive at the conclusion, that 
with a corresponding degree of success upon such eflorts, for the promo- 
tion of religion, as are palpably within our power, a revival of piety may 
be witnessed in every neighborhood throughout the land ; the principles 
of the Gospel may be made to regulate the detail of individual and na- 
tional intercourse ; the high praises of God may be heard from every 
habitation ; and, perhaps, before the youth of this generation be gather- 
ed to their fathers, there may burst forth upon these highly-favored States 
the light of the Millennial Glory. What isto prevent it? Letany man 
reflect upon the subject, and then answer. My brethren, I speak delib- 
erately. Ido not believe, that the option is put into our hands, It is 
for us, in reliance on the divine blessing, to say, whether the present re- 
ligious movement shall be onward, until it terminate in the universal 
triumph of Messiah, or whether all shall go back again, and the genera- 
tions to come after us suffer for ages the divine indignation for our neg- 
lect of the Gospel of the grace of God. ‘The church has for two thou- 
sand years been praying “ Thy kingdom come.” Jesus Christ is saying 
unto us, “ It shall come if you desire it.” 

Such, then, are some of the encouragements which the providence of 
God presents for attempting the universal promulgation of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Motives equally strong may also be drawn from the fear- 
ful results which must ensue, if we prove unworthy of the high destiny 
which is now set before us. ‘T'o these, however, time will only allow 
me very rong | to allude. 

In no case does God array himself in more avenging majesty, than 
when he resents the misimprovement of unusual blessings, or ie neg- 
lect of signal opportunities for usefulness. ‘“ Curse ye Meroz,” saith the 
angel of the Lord, “curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof—because 
they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty.” ‘ And when Jesus was come near, he beheld the city, and 
wept over it, saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy 
day the things which belong to thy peace—but now they are hidden from 
thine eyes—for the days come in which thine enemies shall lay thee even 
with the ground, and thy children within thee, and shall not leave 
thee one stone upon another, because thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation.” 

The spirit of these warnings applies with great emphasis to the church 
at the present day. With regard to society at large, it is evident that 
the changes which have commenced must either result in the universal 
diffusion of the principles of religious knowledge and civil liberty, or in 
the establishment of a more firmly riveted system of slavery than the 
world has yet beheld. The philosophy of Christianity is now general- 
ly well understood. Her points of contact with the human heart ure 
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discovered. The secret of her great strength is revealed. Her enemies 
are rallying, and mean to regain the ground which they lost at the 
Reformation. Their resources are immense, and their wisdom has been 
gained in, the most effectual of all schools, the school of reverses. Com- 
bining all their forces, and, with skill worthy of a better cause, adapting 
their weapons to the present state of society, they are preparing for one 
mighty, one tte onset. Christianity cannot safely remain in her 
present condition. Delay will be defeat. She must instantly seize the 
vantage ground, and march onwards, universally triumphant, or be driv- 
en again for ages to the dens and caves of the earth. hich shall she 
do? This question it is for the present generation to answer. 

The period within which this question must be decided, may, in other 
countries, be prolonged; not so, however, in this country. Other gov- 
erniments may be kept stable amid political commotion, by balancing the 
interests and passions of one class of the community against those of 
another. With us, there is but one class—the people. Hence, our in- 
stitutions can only be supported while the people are restrained by mor- 
al principle. We have provided no checks to the turbulence of passion : 
we have raised no barriers against the encroachments of a tyrannical 
majority. Hence, the very forms which we so much admire are at an 
moment liable to become an intolerable nuisance, the instruments of ul- 
timate and remediless, oppression. Now, I do not know that history 
furnishes us with reason to believe that man can be made the happy 
subject of moral government, in any other way than by the inculcation 
of principles such as are contained in the New Testament. You see, 
then, that the church of Christ is the only hope of our country. 

I will not here ask, whether any thing has ever transpired within 
your recollection, in the history of our republic, at which a thoughtful 
man may tremble. I will not ask whether, when the most momentous 
questions are at stake, it be customary to address the passions or the 
reason and conscience of our fellow-citizens. I will neither ask, wheth- 
er he would not be considered a novice, who was credulous enough to 
believe a mere politician honest, nor whether an utter disregard of truth 
be not avowed without a blush, as the principle on which are conducted 
many of the presses which politicians support. I will not ask, whether 
the most infamous want of principle has always obstructed the advance- 
ment of him, who has made his imposing voice heard amid the clamor of 
electioneering strife. Nor will I ask, whether there be not men deeply 
learned in the history of human affairs, who, overlooking the moral pow- 
er that resides in the religion of Jesus Christ, have not already douhkted 
whether such institutions as ours can long be perpetuated. I refer to 
these things, Christian brethren, to remind you how inevitable is the 
fatal result, if it be not arrested by the influences of Christianity. Good 
men should be aware of the fact, that even now not a moment is to be 
lost. When the statesman trembles, then it is time for the Christian to 
act. Unless prevented by the diffusion of religious principle, the wreck 
of our civil liberties is inevitable. But in the present state of society, 


civil and religious liberty must perish together. Then must ensue ages 


of darkness, more appalling than aught which this world in the gloomiest 
eriods of her history has yet recorded. What form of misery will 
rood over this now happy land, I pretend not to foresee. I cannot tell 
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whether these solemn temples will become the resort of muttering monks, 
or of‘infidel bacchanalians. I know not, whether our children will wor- 
ship a relic, and pray to a saint—or deny the existence of God, and pro- 
claim “ death an eternal sleep.” I should rather fear, that neither of 
these woes would fill up the measure of our cup of trembling ; bug 
some strange ministration of wrath, more terrific than eye hath seen, or 
ear heard, or the heart of man conceived, was yet treasured up among 
the hidden things of the Almighty, to be visited in vengeance upon the 
iniquities of a people who so signally slighted the day of their merciful 
visitation. 

Fathers and Brethren; you behold the result to which we have been 
led. It is for us to decide’ whether the moral light, which has just began 
to dawn, shall ascend to meridian glory, or whether for ages it shall be 
extinguished in darkness. It is for us to say, whether this nation shall 
first welcome the coming of Messiah, and rejoice in the earliest submis- 
sion to his reign; or bear for ages the awful weight of divine indigna- 
tion, for having, under such aggravated circumstances, rejected the offer- 
ed mercy of God’s well-beloved Son. 

Men, Aad and Fathers; what shall we do? Shall the kingdom 
of Christ come, or shall it not come? But before you answer this ques- 
tion, it is proper to consider what the answer involves. 

The kingdom of Christ will not come, unless an effort be made on the 
part of the church more intense and more universal than any we have 
yet seen. Little does it become me to speak in the language of a re- 
former. Yet you will, I trust, pardon me, if I, with diffidence, suggest 
some changes which must take place, before we can be prepared for the 
crisis before us. 

In general, then, I would remark, that the providence of God calls 
loudly upon religious men, to be more deeply and thoroughly religious. 

Too commonly now, the character of Christian is merged in the cha- 
racter of statesman, or lawyer, or physician, or merchant, or tradesman, 
or even of man or woman of fashion. I blush while I speak it, but it is 
too true; this age beholds fashionable disciples of a crucified Jesus. All 
this must, we think, be altered. If religion be any thing, it is every 
thing. Ifthe Bible be not a fable, it is meet that every other distinction 
of a Christian be merged in that of piety. Our private history, the ar- 
— of our business, the discipline of our families, our intercourse 
with society, must show that we do really care very little about every 
thing else, if we can only promote the growth of vital piety in our own 
souls, and in the souls of others. 

But to be somewhat more particular. New efforts are required of mi- 
nisters of the Gospel. The times seem to demand that our lives be much 
more laborious than formerly. We must labor more abundantly in pre- 
paration for the pulpit; we must preach more, in season and out of sea- 
son ; we must visit our people more frequently, and more religiously ; 
we must exhort more fervently: and thus make our moral influence 
more universally and more deeply felt upon all classes, but specially _ 
upon the young. If it be said, that clergymen are, generally, as labofious 
as their health will admit, we may grant it; but still, we would ask, 
might they not frequently obtain better health? Every one of us, surely, 
might understand and obey the laws of his olaal economy. If we 











46 THE NATIONAL PREACHER, 


would do this, we should less frequently complain of ill health. Besides, 
who of us, with the firmest health, has ever accomplished half the labor 
of Baxter, or Payson, who were invalids through life? 

It will also be necessary that our efforts be more systematic. We act 
so much at random, that the labors of one day interfere with those of 
another, and thus much invaluable time is lost. Who, that has had the 
least experience in the ministry, does not see to how much better purpose 
he onal have lived had he resolutely set about doing one thing ata 
time, and doing that thing thoroughly. Should cvery one of us survey 
the field which God has placed before him, and begin now to direct 
those influences, which, ten years hence, will be called into operation ; 
‘and should we thus labor year after year upon the best plun that prayer- 
ful consideration will enable us to devise; would not our lives be spent 
to vastly better effect ? 

Again: The approaching crisis will demand a greater amount of in- 
tellectual vigor. ‘Ihe work will call for strong arms, and for very many 
of them. Ministers will find it necessary to devote themselves more re- 
solutely to severe studies, to original thinking, and to every sort of disci- 
pline which may render the mind a more efficient instrument for sway- 
ing the opinions of men. Perhaps it will not be amiss to add, that the 
es state of society seems specially to demand of us a more profound 

nowledge of the evidences of revelation; of the various connexions 
which God has established between moral laws and the laws of the uni- 
verse about us; and a deep and intimate acquaintance with the unadulte- 
rated oracles of divine truth, if possible, in the languages in which they 
were originally written. 

But more than any thing else, do we need improvement in personal 
piety, in the experience of religion in our own souls, We must approach 
nearer to the luminary, if we would reflect more of its light. Nothing 
but ardent love to God, and unshaken trust in his promises, wil] animate 
us amid the labors to which the necessities of the church will call us. In 
the absence of these, we have no reason to expect that the influences of 
the Holy Spirit will attend our efforts, without which, they would be as 
unable to excite a holy volition, as to create a world. When ministers 
thus labor for Christ, shins love Him, and thus trust in Him—then may 
we hope to see the blessings of the day of Pentecost descend upon our 
churches. 

But the principles which apply to a minister, apply also to every 
Christian man. [ add, then, secondly, the necessities of the church re- 
quire new efforts of laymen. The religious man, every where, and at, 
all times, must show himself a devoted Christian. 

It is necessary that Christians begin to use their property as stewards. 
The principles of the Gospel must be carried into the business of our 
every-day expenditure. We must sacrifice to Christ our love of pleasure, 
of ostentation, and of aecumulation; or we must cease to pray, “ Thy 
kingdom come.” I se@men professing godliness, spending their pro- 
perty profusely, in obedience to all the calls of a world that knows not 
God ; or else hoarding it‘ up, with miserly avarice, to ruin the souls of 
the rising generation; but I confess, I do not see how they will answer 
for it “to the Judge of quick and dead.” 

_ The cause of Christ, also, ‘requires of Jaymen a far greater amount of 
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peat exertion. Suppose ye, that in apostolic times, the claims of re- 
igion would have required of, a disciple, nothing more than a small por- 
tion of his income? When the time was come for the church to be en- 
larged, they that were scattered abroad, went every where, preaching 
the word. Now we do not say, that you are required to be preachers ; 
but.we do say, that religion requires you to consider the promotion of 
piety in the hearts of men, as an object demanding your highest efforts. 
The management of the religious charities of the day belongs to you. It 
now comes principally upon the clergy. Its tendency is to render them 
secular. It makes them men of dexterity, rather than of deep thought 
and commanding eloquence. ‘The cause would gain much by a division 
of labor. Brethren, you are called upon to come forward and relieve 
us from this service. But yet more—every man who knows the value 
of the soul, may speak of its value to his neighbor. Every man of or- 
dinary abilities who feels the love of Christ, may give profitable reli- 
gious instruction to youth and children, The promotion of piety, in the 
hearts of others, should enter as much into every man’s daily arrange- 
ments, as the care for the body that perisheth. When this spirit shall 
have become universa!, something will be done. ‘ 

Do you say, that you have not the requisite information? I ask, does 
it require much information, to remind men that they are going to the 
judgment-seat of Christ? But I say again, why have you not the infor- 
mation? That intellect is by far the most valuable, as well as the most 
improvable possession, with which God has intrusted you—why have 
you wot rendered it a better instrument to serve him? Every Christian, 
in such a country as this, may be, and ought to be, a well-informed man. 

And, lastly ; As dntimated before, the cause of Christ requires of pri- 
vate Christians, as well as of clergymen, deeper humility, more fervent 
piety, and a life of closer communion with God. Your money and la- 
bors, as well as our studies and preaching, will be despised, unless they 
be the offering of holy hearts, All, all, are utterly ineffectual, unless the 
Spirit descend upon-us from on high. Our alms will be as water spilt 
upon the ground, unless our souls are fired with the love of Christ, and 
our hearts temples for the residence of the Holy Ghost. 

You see, then, what is required. I ask again, Christian brethren, are. 
you ready for the effort? Shallthe kingdom of Christ speedily come, 
or shall it not? You have seen the option which the providence of God 
has set before us. You have seen, so far as ourselves are concerned, on 
what that option is suspended, What will you do? I put the question 
to the understanding, and the conscience of every man. Do you not be- 
lieve that by proper effort the liberties of this country may be secured— 
and that, without it, there is every reason to fear they wilt be irrecovera- 
bly lost? Do you not believe, that, by such an effort, thousands of souls 
may be saved from eternal perdition—and that, without it, those souls 
will not be saved? Do you not believe, that, if such an effort were. 
made, in entire dependence on the Spirit of God, this country would be 
subjected to Jesus Christ—that his kingdom would come, and his will 
be done throughout our land—and that if it be not made, there is every 
reason to fear that his kingdom will not come for ages? Do’ you not 
believe, that there is no time to be lost—but that every thimg depends 
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upon the men of the present generation? You ate then’ if possession of 
all the facts necessary to adecision. You stand jn the presence of Him 
who died to redeem a world lying in wickedness, and at whose bar you 
must review the resolution of the present moment. In the presence of 
that Savior, redeemed sinners, what will ye do? ; 

‘Time will barely suffer me to allude, in the briefest manner, to that 
species of religious effort which has given occasion to this address, You- 
cannot, however, fail to see, that if ever the Gospel is universally to pre- 
vail, it must be by such efforts, under God, that its triumph will be 
achieved. By furnishing employment for talent of every description, 
the Sabbath School system multiplies, almost indefinitely, the amount of 
benevolent effort, and awakens throughout every class of society the dor- 
mant spirit of Christian philanthropy. It renders every teacher a stu- 
dent of the Bible; and thus, in the most interesting manner, brings di- 
vine truth into immediate contact with the understanding and the con- 
science. All this it does to the teacher. But, beside all this, the Sabbath 
School is imbuing what will, twenty years hence, be the active popula- 
tion of this country, with the principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It 
is teaching that class of the community, into whose hands so soon the 
destinies of this country will fall, the precepts of inviolable justice, Wnd 
eternal truth. But more than all, it is implanting in the bosoms of mil- 
lions of immortal souls, “that knowledge which is able to make them 
wise unto salvation, through the faith thatis in Christ Jesus." How 
transcendently glorious are the privileges before us! Who will not em- 
bark in this holy enterprise ? 

One remark more, and I have done. I see before me the representa- 
tives of a very important portion of the Christian @¢hurch. We are as- 
sembled inthe midst of a city, renowned for its deeds of mercy. The 
effects of our decisions may be felt in the remotest hamlet in the land. 
To us is offered the high honor of giving an impulse to this work, that 
shall afford cheering promise of its speedy consummation. 

Suffer me, then, in the name of the omniscient Savior, to ask, What 
will you do 3 Let every minister of the Cross here ask himself, Why, 
even during my own lifetime, should not the millenium commence in my 
congregation? Here, then, before the altar of God, let us dedicate our- 
selves anew, and in the strength of Christ resolve that we will hencefor- 
ward live with direct reference to the immediate coming of his kingdom. 
Professional men, before you rest to-night, will ye dedicate that intelléct, 
with which God has endowed you, with all the gneans of influence which ° 
it can command, to the service of your Redeemer? Men of wealth, as ye 
retire from this place, will ye collect the title-deeds of that property, 
which Providence has lent you, and write upon them all, “ Holiness to 


the Lord?’ A thousand times have we said that we would do all this. 

Let the Spirit witness with our spirits, that we do it now in view of the 

deg of Christ. Henceforth, in the Sabbath School, in the 
ib 

our 


e Class, and in the use of all the means which God has placed in 
er, let us labor to bring this world under the blessed reign of 
the Redeemer—or let us cease to pray, “ Thy kingdom come.” Ma 
God enable us to act worthy of his’ cause; and to his great name shall 
be the glofy, Amen. 











